


In Augustl914nNaylandvilageK I R | Y2 NB WA y Rtbaa todahwitd O
busy mills, a brewery, bakeries leather worksand gasworks Barges landed goods at
riverside wharvesand the locks were still in place There were numerousshops and
several pubs such as the Star and Garter beldwt many families in Nayland with
Wissingtonstill worked in agriculture or associatéchdes. Nayland Shoolhad closedtwo
weeks earlier than usualo accommodatdhe early harvest ofhat hot Summeiin 1914.

NaYLAND From GRAVELH 1=~

Star & Garter, Bear Street, Nayland 1912/13. John Osborne (centre) and his wife, Mary Ann (extreme right) kept the pub
until 1942, followed by their son, Albert (next to dog) and his wife Agnes, until 1976. The pub eventually closed in 1984

Arthur, Charles, Harry & Frederick Osborne served during 219118



Many of the men who served during WW1 had an agricultural backgro@uhool summer
holiday datessaried acording to the harvest andiere never fixed until the last minute. It
was fairly common for children in agricultural families to work in the fields at busy season

when there was an opportunity to earn eatmoney for their families.
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Tendring Hall Estate, Stoke by Naytand - The ploughing team:

¢.1920 Nayland School staff: Marjorie Sawdy, Miss Makin,
Mrs Deaves, George W. Brooks Mills (head), Mabel Sawdy

The Headmasteof Nayland Schodiadthe foresight to keep a diarin the school logbook
XAY UGKAA& OSNNM dhiadks td hinveShave & greatidéaBodidfarmati about
village life during the Great Wand the impact of casualties on the community.



Webb's Meadow, Nayland, sports 1912, Henry Sawdy pushing barrow

The annual Nayland Sportsypaas abandoned during WW1. Sportgevkeld
on Peace Day 1919 and tAmnual Nayland Sports Day was reinstated in 1920.
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Early 1900s, Nayland. L to R: Reginald Sawdy, Mabel Sawdy, Henry Sawdy, Nellie Sawdy.
Seated: Rev C & Mrs Jenny Sawdy, Marjorie Sawdy.

Reginald and Henry Sawderved during the war Theyare listed in the Roll of
Honour. Mabel and Marjorievere teachers alNayland School.Rev. C. Sawdy
was the Ministeof the Congregational Chapel in Stoke Road.
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outside the Victoria Inn which closed in 1957.

A1920s view of Court Street, Nayland with cobblestone instead of pavements
Alice Prestney is in the doorway with Ben Eley standing opposite

Be/ 9 f S &@rdeywaskifled in France in 1917 aged. 1®e lived in Birch
Street. Stanley Eleywas one of thefourteen Souts who attended the East
Anglian Review by Lord Kitchener in 19MHrnestEley also served durinyw1l
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Nayland Scout Camp Mersea Island August 1911, The vicar is Revd WJ Farmiloe, NB. Historic reference is made to
Nayland Scouts being inspected by Lord Baden Powell in 1311. This may have been at the Windsor Rally in July



The burteen Boy $outs g K 2
Review in 1911 included George Richardsomho
servedin army and whose brotherCyril Richardson
was kiled at Ypresn 1915 aged 20

Cyril was buried dEssex Farm Cemetery Ypredohn
Mcrae wrote his famousJ2 S ¥ Flahders Fields the
t 2 LILJA S an thBtN@méterya few days after Cyril
died.

Amongthe other Scoutswho attended were Arthur
Nixon seenin this photograph taken in Church Lane
and his brother Fred Nixonof Bear Streewho was
killed in Franceaged 19 Fred became 14 year old
bakery errand boy in 1912 and enlisted in 1914
Another brotheron the Naylandnemorial isHerbert
Nixon who was killed in France aged 39He was a
regular soldietbefore the warwho sometimes visited
the school and spoke to the boyabout life in the
army.

Four other brothers,Albert, Stanley, William and
Percy Nixon, served duringthe war (their father
William and his wife had 1énildrenby 1911).
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James Thorpe wearing his fire Service Medal; Nayland
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Arthur Nixon, First World War

Herbert Thorpe of Court Street was another
schoolboyl i YA GOKSYySNRa wSIwASs
Mpmu KS £SFH ao0OKz22t (2 oS
He was killed aged 20 in 1918.

Three out offour Thorpe brothers were killed. Two
have no known grave andre commemoratd on
Memorials to the Missing Ernest killed in 1916 aged
32 is Isted on the Menin Gate, Belgium.Walter,
killed 1917 aged 35 is listed on Qanai Memorial,
France. Herbertis buried at Doullons in the Somme.

Their father Jameswas a weklrespected member of
the community. Hewas a carpenter with Deaves
Builders and Undertakers fo50 years and served in
the Nayland Volunteer Fire Brigade for 40 yearsle
was alsoa long term member of the choir andzell
ringer. Hisother son Charlesurvived.



By September 1914he people of Nayland and Wiston were alreadysing funds for
Belgian refugeesvho had escaped to Suffollarranging Patriotic Concerts for the Belgian
Relief Fundand donating wool to the School for the girls to knit scarves andegofor
soldiers and sailors. By Christmas they were opening their homesbitlet hundreds of
soldiers and arranging canteens aooincerts for them bedre they embarked for France.
By the following year they were organising food parcels for Suffolk Prisoners of War

Whist Drive in aid of St Dunstan's Hostel on the lawn of the Old Vicarage House, Nayland, 5 June 1918

Wartime undraisingand social eventsuch as this whist drive ilunel1918 often focussed
onsupport for injured srvicemend @ 2 NBIF yAal GA2ya adzOK | & {
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1F YOU MAVE A FRUIT GARDEN
YOU OUGHT TO USE A CANNER
Timol Moodan o D 12 Ve 3czm S dinaium AN

Propaganda poste@imed at womerencouragedeconomies at homand practicalsupport

for the war effort. All three churches worked together with a commpuarpose. Women
from the Cuddon, Sawdand Fenn families representefinglican, Catholic an@hapel
congregations Theywere allmentioned in reports of concerts and fundraising



1914September 12

A Patriotic Meetingvas held in the School this Satuydavening. The room was nicely decorated with the
Union Jack and other flagsSir Joshua Rowletook the chair. Mr Clementson(Boxted, the Rev.W.T.
Farmiloe(Vicar),Father Miles(R.C. Priest), Colonel Tabor anél@or addressed the meetingThere was

L Syde 2F SyiKdzaAlaY |yR aS@OSNIXft 2F Y& ahtR .2
proud of its Old Boys many of whom are giving a good account of themselves at the (GWiR Mills)

Oneof 1 KS Wo2eaQ sK2 22AY S Regiurld Golfins (wksl pbste® misding prédurges

of enthusiasm wafeginald Collins dead twice. He was seriously jured, but
survived. Despite the experiences of Reginald,
and the loss of George, younger brother Walter
joined up when he was under age.

GPatriotic Meetingg 6SNB KSEtR Ay
villages all over Britain to encourage young men
G2 I yag SN [sxalRor réchuisOTkeS y S
regular army had less than 300,000 memo
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injustice, a desire for honour or adventure,
escape from destitution, persuasion by
government propaganda or fear of being accused
of cowardie were the various reasons that
inspired trem to join long queues to volunteer for

a war that many thoulgt would be over by
Christmas.

Initially, volunteers had to be aged between 18
and 30, and over 5 ft. 6 ins. tall.LNo one was
supposed to sem overseas unless they were 19
or more but it is estimated that 250,000 boy
soldiers served at the FrontAt least two of the

Nayland boys were under age when they

wSIAYIlIftRQa ONRGKSNJ DS2 N‘@o%nte@rédaatthbagé\‘o?l%gﬁdHGNJ az2f RAS
stationed in India when war was declared in

August. His poignant letters home to his family
show that he was finding the waib be sent to
the Front very tiresome He frequently asked his
mother to prevent his brothers from enlisting and
was upset to hear that Reginald had volunteered.
He wasalso concerned about how his father At first only single mendiween 18 and 40 were
would cope with the woodman business without  called upbut by 1918 married men over 5@ere
RS3IA YLl f RQeorgekCollinsvas the first of being conscripted andthe minimum height
bl &fl yRQa YSyHe félid Dec@nber A f te§riRtion was reduced to only 5ft. ofie who
1914 in Mesopotamissoon dter he wrote his were previowsly regarded as medically unfit were
final lettersand has no identifiegirave. recalled.

During August alee half a million volunteered
Between 1914 and 1916 approximately 3,000,000
signed up, but the heavy losses caused the
government to introduce conscription in 1916
under the MilitaryService Act.



oMany of us remember 19121918, when troops and guns were continuouslyspasthrough the
village before being sent abroad. Night after nighemy aircraft passed ovsgad, and the darkness was
pierced by searchlights and the bursting of bombs. One hundred and fifty men joined the army and twen
seven died on War Servi€e. 5 NX» ¢ HistoRy f®ayland

The numbers stated by Dr Slade are lowemthiaose recorded elsewhereThere are 152
listed on the Nayland Roll of Honour, but George Brooks Mills, Headmafstdayland
School, recordethat 197 Old Boyserved during the war and 33 of thetiied. As well as
those mentioned by Dr Slade who joined the Army, there were samen in the Navy and
the Fleet Air Arm. Other recods showmenfrom localfamiliesin Nayland or Wistonvho
are not commemorate@n local memorialsbringing the number who lost their lives to 46.
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The Headmaster often recorded army activities in tladley kefore and during the war.
From1914 several thousand soldiess a timewere seen meching through the villagand
hundreds of them were billeted in village homes while they were training in the valley or
g2N]JAYy3a gAGK GKSANI K2NERSa 2y 2S6060Qa aSIR

HealsoO 2 YV T A NJY & deésdviptifnfof nigs dmbinand thesoundof Zeppelirraidson
Sudbury and Colchesténat shook the windows of village houstem early 1915 When
2yS 2F (0KS %SLIIStAya OFYS R246y Ay t SorR2y
villagers to go tsee it.



Although several of the men listed on owar memorials and Roll of Honour weserving
in the Army or Navy before 1914, most were nkiag in the wide vaety of occupations
available locallyand some were still at school. Census record$or 1911 and the
| SI RYI &0 S N tofp@iié A pidture of their livebefore 4™ August 1914

These are the men commemoratezh Nayland am Wistonmemorials

Albert and Frank Barrellere Girters in1911;their father was a coal merchant.

Carl Bendixerassisted his father running tHamily business, théeatherfactoryin Fen Street.

Sidney Blincoevas a Gasworksngineer in Newlands Lane where his brother William was the manager.
Horace Chippingtomas a @ocer with his own business. He was elected as a parish councillor in 1915.

George Collinsvas aregularsoldier before1914. hkfather and brother Reginaldere Woodmen and
Hurdle makesin 1914. They lived at Gravel Hill.

Edward Fenrnlisted as an officer when he was a student at Cambridge University.
Stanley Gustersomwas a Kitchen®y in a London hotel in 1911

Frank Hammondvasa 14 year old abourer h 1911. k& brotherJohnwas probably already serving
with the Essex Regiment. The family lived in Gravel Hill.

William Keningaleould have been a regular soldiée his Oakes cousilsissing from 1911 census).
William Mannwas a Nurseryman who lived Birch Street

Frederick Nixors I & . I 1 S NIba braghskNerlyeR was@régularsoldier before 1914,
Alfred Norfolkwas working ir.ondon at Fulham Town Halhen hewasenlisted inSeptemberl914.
Frank and RobérOakesthe cousinsvere regular soldierbefore 1914

Cyril Richardsowasa B I O1 a YA 0 K | G iKBear SFeeti KSNRa aYAdKe
Frederick Sextomwas a Gachbuider.

Ernest Thorpewas a @rter, his brother Walter a Painter for Deaves Builderm the High Street.
Herbertwasl D N2 pbfehtikeavhd left school in 1912All were killed between 1916 and 1918.

Frederick Whymarkvas a Labourerliving in Ipswictwith his young familyn 1914 enlistedthere.
Sidney Cardgf Wiston was a brsemanat Bures St Mary

Henry Lambertvas a @Gwman in Wiston, brotheAlbert wasan Agricultural &bourer in Wiston
Thomas Hollickvas an Assistant Mer at WistonMill. His father kept the Fox at Wiston.
Harry Palfreyhad been a soldier for sevemars when his regiment was mobilised dhAugust.

Harry Cansdale, George Deane, Stanley Rlelymany othermamedon the Roll of Honouwere
still schoolboys at the time of the 1911 censuall three were killed between 1917 and 1918.



By 1918wvomen and children were often doirthe work of menserving abroadwho had
died or returned with severe injuries or mental illnesGhildren were sometimegept from
school to tend the family vegetable gardenshalp their mothers as wellasseasonaivork
on the farms As a result, schodttendancedropped during the pea, bean and fruit
picking seasonsor for lifting potatoes, haymaking and blackberryingheyalsogathered
food forthe rabbits thatmany villagerdiad begun to breedio alleviatethe meat rationing
Food and fuel shortages causselverehardship throughout the war.It was difficult to get
coal deliveries from 1915 onwards becaus#& was diverted to manufacturing and
munitions.  Rationing of sugar, butter and meat was intratbin January 1918 and
continued through 1919. @&ring pricesand queues for staples such as flour and bread led
to food riots across England, including at Colchester.

Tom and Florence Bugg preparing for the Annual Fair in Nayland High Street in about 1926/7

Absence from school to help with work was something that was very much a wayfof life
the Bugg family. In April 1915 the Headmaster recorded that James and Robert Bugg were
leaving school fodXi K SA NJ dza dzl £ OF NI @I y \with tdaNd parehts. y S
This was a regular annual entth another eachOctober when they reirned from their
travels and registered at school agailthough thisphotograph is dated 1926, thennual

fair was seen irEast Anglian villages for many years before that and had been noted ir
school records for decades. Robert and three other boyswere commendedby the
Headmaster for raising money to b@hristmas presents for soldietfsat year. The older
brothers Charles and Frederick disted on the Roll of Honour.
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Butchers Arms, Bear Street, Nayland 1918. Stamped 4th
February 1918. Sent to Mrs J Sexton, Bear Street from Alice

FrederickSextonenlisted in 1914 andied in Greecaged 24 four weeks after the Armistice in 191&e

had visited the school in 1917 and donated sevesdtlefield items to the school museum. There were

four connectedSexton families with eight young mawho are listed on the Roll of HonouFreR S NA O
younger brotherAlbert, plusBertie, Daniel, Frederick, George, Herbert, Harry aluhn Sexton

Daniel was a soldier before the war. He was injured at the Battle of Mons in Augdsad@linvalided
back to the military hospital in Colchestehe first cagalty to be recorded by the Headmasterho was
shocked by his descriptions of that battlegGeorge was a Corporal the Royal Horse Artillery whasited
the schooin 1911when he was on leave.

C NB R S N& Oyoundest Eisie? Flaprispent her whole working life ahe East AngliarBanatoriumat
Wiston, later the Jane Walker Hospitath, its various phases In 1914, he East AngliarBanatoriumwas
providinghealth care for TB patients ammploymentfor local people



East Anglian Sanalonum, Wnston. Nayland. 1911. ’Lady gardeners working in the lavender patch. Mrs Morrison
is the one in the hat. The others are hoeing and picking lavender.”
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Maltings Farm Sanatorium, Wiston, Nayland. Postal date 1914

A.C. KINGMM was woundedon 19 September 1918 andedl of wounds 12 February 1920 France
Private King won théilitary Medal for Gallantry,  Sadly, theMuster Roll War Diary 12 October 1918
records that he wasnable to attend presentation of his MM ribbon Judging byhe address given for his

mother Mrs. Frances King &hase Cottage, Wistoiit is possible tat shewas connected witlthe East
Anglian Sanatorium. He is not listed on our war memorials or Roll of Honour



Edward Oakesvas anothersoldier who won theMilitary Medal for Gallantry, Hefought at Mons, Ym@s

and in the Somme.The family lived at Thrift Farm whdmns brother Robert Oakeswas killed in 1915 at
Gdlipoli aged 21. Roberthad been a soldier for at least 4 yedssfore 1914according to Essex
Regimental recordsind there seems to have been aatg army traditionwithin the extendedfamily.
During the Second World War Edward was Section Leaderof £ Y RQ& | 2 ¥a8 beBegh NR ®
many of the photogaphs of British Legion paradgem 1920s onwards.

9RG I NR I yeuswsvili&mMkeghigaleand Frank Oakesvere killed. William was 27 when he
fell at the Battle of the Somme in 1916His family lived in Gravel Hill Franidied in France i1917 aged
33. His widowed mother lived in Bear Street.

Other members of thefamily who served in the armin India and France include@lfred and Arthur
Oakes They weresometimesmentioned in the school log book when they visited the school to speak
the children.

9RG I NR [ vy BistemyoniaNi@dGdldieCharles Barrellvhose two brothers were killeénd are
named on Nayland War Memorial Frankand Albert Barrell both died at the Battle of the Somme in
1916, Frank was aged 30, Albert w&s 1

Edward Oakes seated on gun 1919

Alfred Oakes and family, India 1904

Another private who won theMilitary Medal with bar was Albert Whiterod MM of Court Street, a
drummer in 29 Bn., Suffolk Regiment who died of wounds in 181Belgiumaged 30. His brothd?ercy
Whiterod is listed on the Roll of Honour. His mother was mentioned ia lidst letter ofGeorge Collins
who wasthe first Nayland man tbe killed



Alston Court, High Street, Nayland, posted 1912 (no War Memorial)

In 1914 the Fen family lived at Alston Court and
owned several of the large houses in Naylariok.
LivingFenn was an active member of the
community, a local doctor, Justice of the Peace
and Nayland SchodBoard Chairmanwvho had
died in 1907 Hewas always very concerned
about the welfareof village children.

His widow Edith and daughter Miss Adria Fenn
organizedfundraising for refugees and for the
war effort generally during WW1 and continued
the family connection withNayland School.

Their son Edward Fenn was educated at
Sherborne and Emmanuel College, Cambridge.
He was an officer serving in Egypt whée was
injured and sent to hospital in Cairo On his
recovery he wasposted to Palestine where he
was killed at the age of 24. He is buried in
Palestine. He is named on Nayland War
Memorialbeside higamilyhome.

9 Rg | NiRdth&r Cyril Fenn was a Lt
Commander in the Royalavy whowas invalided
out of active service in the Miterranean and
died of TB in 1921 He is buried in Nayland and
named on the Roll of Honour

2" | t. Edward Gerald Palmer Fenn



Wiston Memorial was unveiled in 19201 | NNE tnanie watladd€tdanyyears later at the request

of his grandchildren.He enlisted in 1907 and was mobilised dhAgust, the day that war was declared.
He fought at the Battle of Mons on August®3vas injured at Bethune in October and invalided home.
He married EIg . F € FFY Ay WFydzZ NBE mdbdmp Fd {4 al NEQ@m 2 A
Fen Streetind had a baby sonHarry was killed in Palestine at the Battle of Gaza in 1917 aged 26.




The influenza epidemic that began in 19b8ought more deatsto Naylandincluding a son and daughter
in-law of GeorgeBrooks Mils. (ne of the teachess, Miss Simmonddied of influenzan February 1919
The school hadlosedfor 8 weeks untib™ Decembems many families had beestruck down by illness so
the ceasefire and Armistice of 1 2 3SY06 SNJ mpmy 6SNB y2i NBO2NRSR

In November 192Ghe Cenotaph in London was unveiled by King George V. George Brosksriel
that he had explained tae children the significance of thrurial of the Unknown Soldieat Westminster
and theCenotaphin Whitehall Whenthe clock stuck 1And the church bell tolledhe children knelt in
prayer and then kept two minutes silenceOne little girl, Doris Sextomfainted at the end of theikence.
Severalyoung menn her familyhad served athe Front during the war She had lost a brother.



